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ELQQR DEBATE

S E N ATOR VRTISKA: Okay. Well, the issue that b e c o m e s  paramount
is, if w e  w o u l d  have t he k i n d  of race that w e ' v e  experienced, do 
you thi nk t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  eno u g h  mone y ?  A n d  I w o u l d  hope that 
t here wo u l d  be, bu t  w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  if t h e r e  w a s n ' t ?  Have you 
done a nything to take care of t hat issue shou l d  it arise in your 
amendments that you' v e  pu t  in t his bill?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator, w h a t  I d i d  was to l ook t h r o u g h  the
filings of all th e  c a n d idates an d  m a k i n g  a judgment about what 
the m a x i m u m  c o u l d  be, gi v e n  the r elative f i lings t o  abide or not 
to abide b y  d i f f e r e n t  candidates, m y  a nalysis indi c a t e d  that we 
h a ve  p l e n t y  of m o n e y  to cover th e  races that w e ' r e  cov e r i n g  this 
year.

S E N ATOR VRTISKA: Okay, and I acc e p t  that. Th e  o n l y . . .the only
argument I w o u l d  m a k e  is t h a t  if, in fact, w hat has been 
d iscu s s e d  aro u n d  h e r e  quite a bi t  this morning, th e  attitude 
t h at  mo n e y  is go i n g  to bu y  a campaign, w h y  wou l d n ' t  more 
candidates d o w n  the r o a d . ..

S E N ATOR SCHIMEK: On e  minute.

S E N ATOR VRTISKA: ...decide to spend more money? If they can
b u y  an election, t h e n  wh y  sho u l d  they no t  be w i l l i n g  to raise 
m o re  mo n e y  an d  go o u tside of th e  limits and s p e n d  as much as 
t hey t h ought it w o u l d  take to get a win? N o w  t h a t 's one of the
p r ob lem s that I have, is w e  d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y . ..we d o n ' t  have any
cap anyplace. A n d  if, in fact, m o n e y  buys elections, then I 
w o u l d  say t hat p e o p l e  w ho are r u n n i n g  for offi c e  c o u l d  p ossibly 
d ec i d e  t he  w a y  to w i n  is to spend all kinds of money, and if 
t hey can find p e o p l e  who are w i l l i n g  to s u pport t hem that have
the wealth, tha t ' s  the d i r e c t i o n  t h e y  w o u l d  go. And, should
that happen. I'm c o n c e r n e d  about w h e t h e r  th e r e  w ill be enough 
money to, in fact, cover all of t h e . . .those wh o  w o u l d  decide to 
ex cee d the limit. I'm n ot sayi n g  t hat will happen. I'm just 
q u e s t i o n i n g  whether, in fact, t hat could happen. An d  I was 
w o n ...I -guess I was just w o n d e r i n g  if S e nator B e u t l e r  h a d  taken 
it into account. H e . ..he has indi c a t e d  that w h a t  he ha s  done is 
d e c i d e d  there is eno u g h  mo n e y  b e c a u s e  n o b o d y  is g o i n g  to...
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